One hundred and one cases of bronchoplasty for primary lung cancer.
The results of 101 consecutive bronchoplasties performed between 1979 and 1993, including 8 cases of pneumonectomy, 88 cases of lobectomy, 3 cases of segmentectomy, and 2 cases of bronchial resection, are herein reported. Squamous cell carcinoma was the most common disease (59%) followed by adenocarcinoma (30%) and other diseases (11%). Anastomosis was satisfactory in 96 cases. Among the five stenosed cases, local recurrence was found in two cases, and there were three benign strictures. Two of the three benign strictures were treated with bouginage. The pulmonary artery was concomitantly reconstructed in seven cases with satisfactory results. Preoperative chemoradiotherapy was performed in 15 advanced cases and was followed by acceptable surgical results. The 5-year survival rate, according to the postoperative staging of the 86 patients without induction therapy, was 86% in stage I (19 patients), 49% in stage II (21 patients), and 27% in stage IIIA (40 patients). The overall survival rate was 46% at 5 years. There were two indications for this procedure i.e., a positive resection margin in 59 cases and positive hilar nodes in 42 cases. Better survival was noted in patients with squamous cell carcinoma, stage I, and surgery was thus selected for a positive resection margin, and not for a positive node.